
 

 COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BARRINGTON 

December 24, 2021 
 

 

 
                                  

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols 

No More Waiting! Welcoming God’s Light 



 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

                                                                December 24, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

PRELUDE                     Pifa-George Frideric Handel               Grace Lee 

             Oh, Holy Night – Arranged by Jan Sanborn  

                                        

Christmas Offering:  So as not to interrupt the quiet, reflective spirit of our worship on this holy night, your 

offering may be placed in the offering plates by the door as you depart. 

 

THE PURPOSE of THIS NIGHT and OPENING PRAYER          Rev. Carol McVetty 

               

             

CALL to WORSHIP and LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                     Carol Marsh                   

One:  We have watched; we have waited 

Many: in hope 

One:  for peace 

Many: in joy! 

One: with love. 

 And now our redemption draws near! 

(Congregation sings while four candles are lit.) 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.  

One:  Hear the word of God from the prophet Isaiah: 

   The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

   Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 

  on them light has shined… 

   For a child has been born for us, 

  a son is given to us. 

   Authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father; Prince of Peace… 

   The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Many: Glory to God in the highest! 

  Alleluia! Amen! 

(The Christ Candle Is Lit.) 

 

*HYMN                           O Come All Ye Faithful            #173  

 

THE FIRST LESSON              The Birth of Jesus             Kim McLean              

       Luke 2:1-7 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the 

first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her 

to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 



 

HYMN              Go Tell It on the Mountain                #151 

 

THE SECOND LESSON  The News Is Announced to Shepherds   Carol Marsh 

                                                                                     Luke 2:8-14 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying,                                  
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c] 

HYMN         Angels We Have Heard on High                        #152 

THE THIRD LESSON             The Shepherds Visit the Holy Child          Kim McLean 

             Luke 2:15-20 

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Special Music            Ding Dong Merrily on High/O Sanctissima                      Mark Hayes 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

     One:   Christ, our Light 

     Many:   Shine upon them and give them peace. 

 

 

HYMN     What Child Is This?                                                          #150 

 

A STORY FOR CHRISTMAS:        “The Manger Is Empty”           Rev. Carol McVetty 

                by Walter Wangerin 

Song of Response 

    Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 

    Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

FINAL READING          The Mystery of the Incarnation                      Rev. Carol McVetty 

             John 1:1-5, 14 

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[a] full of grace and truth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24980c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26049a


 

 

PASSING OF THE LIGHT 

 

 

HYMN               Silent Night            #164 

     As we sing four verses of Silent Night, 

   We will pass the light of Christ from candle to candle and heart to heart. 

 

 
Verse 1 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

‘Round yon virgin mother and Child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Verse 3 

Silent Night, Holy Night.  Here at last, healing light 

From the heavenly kingdom sent, 

Abundant grace for our intent 

Jesus, Salvation for all; Jesus, salvation for all.   

 

Verse 2 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

Heavenly host sing Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Verse 4 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure 

light, 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus Lord at thy birth. 

 

 

BENEDICTION          Rev. Carol McVetty 

 

 

POSTLUDE          Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Arranged by Jan Sanborn                    Grace Lee 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The pastor, staff, and leaders of Community Church of Barrington wish you a Christmas celebration blessed with hope, 

peace, joy and love.  May Christ be our light and shine out from our lives. 

  


