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(Reprised and amended from the February 2008 Newsletter) 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 6th) the color purple will adorn our sanctuary.  Have 
you ever wondered why?   The color purple has a long and storied history.  Mentioned no 
less than 27 times in the first five books of the Bible, and over 50 times in the Bible in  
total, the earliest reference to the color purple is found in Exodus 25:1-4.  Here God says to 
Moses; “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering.  You are to receive the offering for me 
from each man whose heart prompts him to give.  These are the offerings you are to  
receive from them; gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine 
linen . . . ."   Throughout the Biblical text, the color purple is used to dress kings (Judges 
8:26), adorn altars (Numbers 4:13), serve as a status symbol (Proverbs 31:22, Luke 16:19), 
and to reward good deeds (Daniel 5:7). 
 
However, the presence of the color purple is not limited to our sacred text.  Records  
indicate that as early as 1600 B.C.E. “Tyrian Purple” was produced from the mucus glands 
of various species of marine mollusks, notably the Murex. It took some 12,000 shellfish to 
extract 1.5 grams of the pure dye; hence it was an extravagant color. Legend credits its  
discovery to Herakles, or rather to his dog, whose mouth was stained purple from chewing 
on snails along the Levantine coast.  In the Iliad, Homer depicts Agamemnon in a purple 
cloak, and Hector's ashes are deposited in an urn covered with purple.  According to the 
Odyssey Penelope gives her husband a purple cloak as he leaves for Troy.  The color  
purple, from antiquity, has symbolized the presence of power, prestige, position and 
wealth.   
 
Yet, none of this explains why the color purple adorns our sanctuary during the season of 
Lent.  The answer to this inquiry lies in the Passion story of our Christ.  The Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and John report that the Roman soldiers dressed Jesus in a crown of 
thorns and a purple robe before they mocked him as the King of the Jews (Matthew 27: 28, 
Mark 15:19, John 19:2).  Each Gospel makes clear that the color of the robe was a  
purposeful attempt to point out Jesus’ absence of power, prestige, position and wealth.   
 
If only the soldiers had known the person they mocked was something more precious than 
purple and more potent than a hue harvested from the sea they would have . . .  Well, we 
do not know what they would have done, do we? 
 
However, we can ask ourselves what we will do each time we look to the rafters of our 
sanctuary and see the beauty of the purple cloth hanging above our heads.  We can ask  
ourselves what the purple means to us?   
 
Here is what I would like each of us to do.  As we enter into Lent and experience our 2019 
theme, Some Things Have to Die; I would like us to think about Jesus' death, a death that 
brought about new life.  Moreover, I would like us to think about the new life that might 
flood your soul if some of the things, habits, relationships or beliefs that take up space in 
your life died.  The one who wore purple died and rose, with new life and all power.  As 
we enter the Sanctuary, with the purple above our heads, how will we allow some things to 
die so that we too might rise with new life and new power?  As we journey through Lent, 
may we find the answer to this question, by God’s guidance and grace. 
 
Welcome beloved, to this blessed season of Lent.  

 



The Circle of Life 

 
Jayne Majzan, Moderator 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Change is hard.”  “It’s a period of adjustment.”  “It’s a Circle of Life thing.”  Members of my family have 
been hearing those types of platitudes a lot lately, as we recently welcomed my mother to live with us in 
our home. 
 
But what does that really mean?  I began to give the concept of the “Circle of Life” greater thought.  In  

doing some research online, I found a number of interesting thoughts: “the circle is nature’s way of  
taking and giving back life to earth.  It symbolizes the universe being sacred and divine.  It  

represents the infinite nature of energy, meaning if something dies it gives new life to another.”  

             

The Circle of Life is a symbolic representation of birth, survival and death. The idea of life as a circle or a 
wheel exists across multiple religions and philosophies. Some wheels or circles are considerably more 
complex than others. 

Life is represented as a circle because it is a constant loop. People are constantly born and are      

constantly dying.  There is a spiritual element to the circle, however, in the idea that the end of one 

existence is not necessarily the end of life altogether.  

I believe the Circle of Life makes us realize our place in this world.  In Disney’s “The Lion King,” (where 
most of us equate the Circle of Life concept) just as Moufasa is telling Simba to return to reclaim the 
throne, he also tells him that he must once more embrace the realities of life, and find his place in the 
world. To this end, all of us - no matter how talented or insignificant - have a role to play in this world. 
 

“And the seasons they go round and round.  And the painted ponies go up and down. We're captive 

on the carousel of time.  We can't return, we can only look behind from where we came and go 

round and round and round in the circle game…” 

 

From:  The Circle Game, lyrics by Joni Mitchell 
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The $2.50 Solution 
 

On January 27th members and friends of Community Church gathered for our 
annual budget meeting.  As is the case every year, the Finance Committee 
provided both line item detail and a summary of the yearly budget.  Here is 
the bottom line for the coming year:  Community Church expects to spend 
almost $7000 more than we take in.  This is not the end of the world because 

we do have a reserve upon which we can draw, but we certainly would rather not start the year knowing we 
will end with a deficit. 
 
During the meeting, one of our Council members proposed a way to avoid the deficit.  The idea seems both 
realistic and relatively painless.  It was pointed out that the revenue derived from pledges is one of the very 
few sources that is truly predictable, so it is an excellent place to look for a solution. 
 
Next, the definition of what a pledge is was made clear.  A pledge is the commitment, made by members 
and friends, to give a certain amount of money during the year, usually a committed amount per month.  
This pledge falls to the bottom line of the budget, being used for the day to day expenses of the church.  So, 
a person who pledges $1800 for the year probably gives $150 each month.  Unlike offerings for the  
Deacons Fund or the Love His House fund, this amount does not, typically, vary from month to month.  
This consistency allows the church to pay its bills and maintain an even flow of funds in and funds out.  
 
Right now, fifty-five (55) members and friends have made pledges for 2019.  While the amount varies from 
hundreds to thousands of dollars, when added together, they provide the backbone for our church’s ability 
to open the doors, turn on the lights, educate our youth, etc. 
 
If we could increase our total pledges by that $7000, we could look forward to a balanced budget in the 
coming year and have the good feeling of leaving our reserves intact to cover future emergencies or  
hardships.   
 
This may sound like a lot of money but here is the simple math:  if the fifty-five (55) people who now 
pledge any amount, added just $2.50 more, per week, to their pledges, we would achieve our goal of a  
balanced budget.  And, of course, if those who attend but do not now pledge were somehow able to add that 
same amount to their Sunday offerings, our church might gain as much as an additional $3000 to benefit 
our church and its mission in ways we have not yet even dreamed! 
 
So, if you can do so, please consider adding $2.50 per week to your pledge or other offering.  Sometimes it 
doesn’t take a lot to find solutions that can make dreams come true! 
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MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS 
THAT YOU CONTINUE TO GROW 
INTO THE LOVELY PEOPLE OF 
GOD THAT GOD HAS CALLED 
YOU TO BE!  THANK YOU FOR 
BLESSING ME HERE TODAY.  
LOVE PASTOR CHARISSE  

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS TO FILL OUR HEARTS 
WITH JOY AND EXCITEMENT THAT BUBBLESOVER IN A 
WAY THAT MAKES OUR CCB EXPERIENCE CONTAGIOUS 
AND ATTRACTIVE ENCOURAGING OTHERS TO JOIN IN 
THIS JOURNEY 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 

DEAR LORD, IS A COMMUNITY DEAR LORD, IS A COMMUNITY DEAR LORD, IS A COMMUNITY DEAR LORD, IS A COMMUNITY 

THAT CARES FOR ONE ANOTHER THAT CARES FOR ONE ANOTHER THAT CARES FOR ONE ANOTHER THAT CARES FOR ONE ANOTHER 

AND CHURCH TITHESAND CHURCH TITHESAND CHURCH TITHESAND CHURCH TITHES 

 

MY PRAYER FOR 

CCB IN 2019 IS 

THAT WE WILL 

GROW DEEPER 

INTO JESUS AND 

WILL LIVE          

ACCORDING TO 

HIS LOVE EACH 

DAY. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS 

WE APPRECIATE WHAT WE HAVE 

BEEN GIVEN AND ASK FOR GOD 

TO CONTINUE LEADING US TO 

BRINGING HIS KINGDOM INTO 

THIS WORLD. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS AS A 
COMMUNITY BE MORE ENGAGED WITH 
THE CARE OF OTHERS LIKE THE VISITS 
WE DID WITH LILLIAN. TO NURTURE 
AND GROW THE CHURCH MEMBERS. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS TO BE 
FILLED WITH THE JOY AND ENERGY 
OF YOUTH – WHATEVER AGE. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 

IS TO LIVE ONE FAITH AS A 

MUSTARD SEED, TO INSPIRE 

GROWTH OF HEART AND MIND 

AND SERVICE. AUTHENTIC 

WORSHIP. 

MY PR@YER FOR CCB 

IN 2019 IS TO  

CONTINUE TO TOUCH 

PEOPLES LIVES @ND 

TO BE SUPPORT TO 

ONE @NOTHER. 

MY PR@YER FOR CCB IN 2019 

IS WE CONTINUE TO GROW 

IN W@RMTH, FELLOWSHIP 

@ND OUTRE@CH TO E@CH 

OTHER @ND THE COMMUNITY.  

WE @RE GOD’S H@NDS @ND 

FEET. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 

2019 ISTHAT TRHOUGH 

WORSHIP AND PRAYER, 

WE CAN LIVE OUR LIVES 

WITH THE FULLLNESS 

OF GOD. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE GATHERED 

DURING THE JANUARY 27TH 2019 ANNUAL 

MEETING. 
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MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS A RENEWED SENSE 

OF VIGOR AND ENERGY TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP, 

AND FINDING NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR  

SHARING LOVE WITH OTHERS THROUGH ACTS 

OF KINDNESS  

MY PRAYER FOR 

CCB IN 2019 IS 

GETTING OUR 

WORDS OUT TO 

THOSE UNAWARE 

OF WHAT WE 

HAVE HERE. 

 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 

IS OUR CHURCH GROWS IN 

MEMBERSHIP, SUPPORT AND 

COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS THAT OUR 

CHURCH GROWS SLOWLY AND STEADILY TO FILL 

THE HEARTS AND NEEDS OF GENERATIONS TO 

COME. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB 

IN 2019 IS CONTINUED 

OUTREACH AND  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

TO ALL. 
MY PRAYER FOR CCB IN 2019 IS 

FOR OUR CHURCH TO GROW IN 

HEALTH AND TO BRING CARE TO 

ITSELF AND EXTEND IT TO THE  

COMMUNITY. ALSO FOR GOD TO 

PREPARE US FOR WHAT IS NEXT 

AND FOR LIFE TO CONTINUE IN 

THIS CHURCH. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB 

IN 2019 IS CARING 

FOR THE CCB FAMILY 

COMMUNITY THAT IN 

RETURN CARES FOR 

US. THAT WE ALWAYS 

HAVE ENOUGH LOVE 

AND MONEY TO 

CARRY ON. 

MY PRAYER FOR CCB 

IN 2019 IS 

A PRAYER OF 

GROWTH OF NEW  

ATTENDANCE IN THE 

CHURCH. 



Christian Education – What’s Happening?  
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDER!        Youth Fundraiser ALERT!                     

March 17th, 2019 

 
Come and let your taste buds awaken. The youth group will be holding their 2nd annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Corned Beef Luncheon.  Tickets are $8 if you purchase them before March 17th.  At the door they are $10.  
So ask a youth or Dr. Sami or the office if you’d like to purchase a ticket or two.  Oh, and yes, you can take 
your lunch to go!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mission Project of Love - Blankets for MASON 

“The Mason Wasz Foundation is honoring Mason by starting the 1299 Project on the one-year anniversary 
of his passing. Mason was here for 1,299 days blessing us, giggling, smiling, sharing, helping and making 
people happy. How amazing it would be to at some point reach a goal of 1,299 blankets to help 1,299 sick 
children…one blanket for each day that Mason was here blessing our lives. Kids come in all sizes so the 
blankets can too.” www.masonwasz.org 

Our youth volunteered to make two blankets as part of the project for Mason.  Since our youth love pets, 
our blankets have a pet theme.  Feel free to ask Sharon Hornig if you would like more information or just 
go to the website.  No matter the task, God has a place to use your talents and gifts.  Thanks Sr. High 
Youth.  
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VALENTINE’S DAY FUNDRAISER!! 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Sr. High Valentine’s Day Fundraiser! Whether 
you purchased some yummy treats prepared by our wonderful youth bakers, or purchased  
raffle tickets for the amazing quilt/runners donated by our own Lynn Rice, or for the  
wonderful prize baskets prepared by our youth, we truly appreciate your kindness, support and 
prayers.  Through all your generosity the youth raised $776.40 to help with this year’s mission 
trip to Red Bird. Thank You!! Thank You!!  The winners for the silent auction and raffles 
were:  Clarke Robinson, Margaret Akerstrom, Karen Palomo and Dan Fiscus.  Congratulations! 

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful month filled with God moments and joy!  Dr. Samira 
 

                                    Madison and Jacob, you were with us in spirit! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRACTICE OF LENT 
 
Have you ever noticed how many idioms or phrases use the word practice?  

 

·     When we can no longer do something we once could do we say, we are out of practice. 
·     When we want someone to improve, we suggest they repeat the activity, and we urge them to practice, 

practice, practice. 
·     When we want to encourage someone to improve a skill we cheerfully intone, practice makes perfect. 
·     When we want to warn someone to avoid a habit, we encourage them by saying don’t make a practice 

of that. 
·     When we want the words and the actions of a person to align we demand they, practice what you 

preach. 
 

One more point, a doctor’s or lawyer’s business is called her practice.  What if we, as Christians, followed 
the lead of doctors and lawyers in this one way; what if we chose to engage in Lent as a practice?  What if 
we could hold these 40 days as a period set aside, not as a tedious march up to Easter but, as a marvelous 
season of practicing what is essential to us? 
 
What if we could embrace the wisdom of one of our former high school leaders and deacons, Karl Eiring?  
Many years ago, I spoke with Karl and asked him what his sport of track had taught him.  His response was 
about the habit of practice.  When I inquired a bit more about the need to practice Karl said something  
amazing.  He said, “Well practice is the safe place where you make mistakes and grow in your craft.   
Without practice, I could never get better, and I would never learn.” 
 
How right and how wise Karl was.    
 
This year, during the season of Lent, let us promise not to worry about being perfect.  Let us covenant to 
release the need to get our Lenten practices right.  Instead, may we receive the next 40 days as a time to 
practice, to make mistakes, to try again, to feel safe in the loving embrace of God, and to grow not in a craft, 
but in our love and walk with God.   
 
God wants us to practice hearing the Divine voice, practice being still before the God who loves us, practice 
resting, practice reading text, practice listening for God’s voice in the beauty of creation, and practice being 
the beloved of God, because that is whom you/I/we are.  Let us enter this season with open hearts knowing 
that God welcomes our practice and will walk alongside us as cheerleader, coach, and guide.  Welcome to 
Lent 2019, our season of practice.  
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THIS SEASON OF LENTIN THIS SEASON OF LENT 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 6th, and continues through Holy 
Saturday (April 20th).  The 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays) are a time of  
preparation and drawing closer to the one who gave His life for us.  I pray there will be 
something listed below in which you will participate, and that will allow you to think, 
share, learn, and grow.  Blessings, and may the season of Lent be one that opens you to 
the love and sacrifice of Jesus, our Christ.   
 

ASH WEDNESDAY – MARCH 6th    

On Ash Wednesday, we will share in worship with our brothers and sisters from St. Paul UCC and Salem UMC.   
Worship and dinner will take place here, at CCB.  Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. You are welcome to come at any 
time as long as you leave enough time to dine.  Worship will begin at 7 p.m.  A sign-up sheet will be posted near the 
name tags in the tower hallway.  We are asking people to bring soup, salad or dessert.   
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Beginning Ash Wednesday, Pastor Zina will send an electronic morning thought.  This year, these thoughts have been 
penned by many in the church.  I am so grateful for the hearts and souls of all who have (or will) contribute a devotional.  
For those who do not receive email, the devotions will be available in print and can be picked up at church.   
 

LENTEN SERMON SERIES -  SOME THINGS HAVE TO DIE 

Those who follow Christ are people who believe death does not have the final say.  In fact, we are a resurrection people.  
So, if some things stand in the way of us being the best Christians we can be, those things must die and, from their 
death, new life rises.  Certainty, has to die.  A need to be perfect, has to die.  Judgement, has to die.  Join us, as together 
we think about those things we can let go of, let die, so that we might fully live.  More to come.  
 
LENTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES – BEGINNING SUN. MARCH 10th  – PALM SUN. APRIL 14th  

The seven words from the cross, spoken by Jesus, remain the same and yet, through the lens of Stanley Hauerwas they 
take on new meaning.  In the Forward to this slim volume, one of Hauerwas’ colleagues describes the book as deep  
calling to deep.  In our Lenten (Adult) Sunday Morning Class, we will savor the seven chapters, the seven words of  
Jesus, as presented by Stanley Hauerwas in Cross Shattered Christ.  Join us on Sunday Mornings, at 9:15 as we draw 
close to the one who bore the cross, as he bore the cross.  Location:  Adult Sunday School Classroom 
 
LENTEN EVENING SERIES 6 – 7:30 p.m. – THURSDAYS, BEGINNING MARCH 14th 

In the introduction to An Altar in the World, Barbara Brown Taylor asks, “What is saving your life right now.”  The 
quote goes on to say, “When I was asked to answer that question, I did not have to try to say correct things that were 
true for everyone.  I did not have to use theological language that conformed to the historical teaching of the church.  All 
I had to do was figure out what my life depended on.  All I had to do was figure out how I stayed as close to that reality 
as I could, and then find some way to talk about it that helped my listeners figure out those same things for themselves.”  
Using simple practices like walking and working and getting lost, Brown Taylor invites us to think about how we find 
what is important, to us as individuals, and how we might remain close to that reality as we stay close to Christ.   
Location:  Church Library 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 18th  

St. Paul UCC will host a Maundy Thursday Service.  We will join the members of Salem and St. Paul UCC.  Dinner will 
be served beginning at 5:30 PM and the service will begin at 7 PM.  If you wish to have dinner there will be a sign up 
sheet in the Narthex. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 19th  

Our annual Good Friday service will take place at Community Church on Good Friday at 7 p.m.  This one-hour worship 
service always proves to be meaningful preparation for the miracle of Resurrection Sunday.  
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               March Birthdays!   

 

March   03   Alayne McNulty            March  16   Judy Haack                     

March   03   Serenity Jensen             March  17   Patty Luchsinger 

March   07   Ryan Overby                  March  19   Bill Athmann       

March   13   Madison Jensen            March  19   Dave Pratscher 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP meets on the second and fourth Saturday of each month at the church.  This 

month they will meet on March 9th and 23rd.    

G.R.O.W.  The ladies of GROW will meet on Thursday, March 21st at the church.   All women 
of the church are invited.  Please RSVP to the church office by Monday, March 11th.   

Book Club meets the second Tuesday of each month in the Adult Sunday School 

Room.  Join this fun group on Tuesday, March 12th for lively discussion.  See 

Jayne Majzan for more information. 

WOMEN WHO BREAKFAST - Join us March 6th for breakfast and 

coffee, or just drop in for a chat at the Bread Basket 7:30 a.m.  All ladies 

are welcome. 

POTLUCK— Join us for Potluck on Wednesday, March 13th.  Bring a dish to pass and pre-

pare to share fellowship and great conversation with all who attend.  It starts at 6:00 pm.  

 

IT’S DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME! 

Be sure to Spring Ahead by setting your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday 

night, March 9th.  Looking forward to warm weather!  

The Youth will hold its St. Patrick’s  fundraiser on Sunday, March 17th.  Save 
room for delicious corned beef  sandwiches, dinner plates and other delights.  All  
proceeds will go to funding the 2019 Mission Trip. 

        Save the date— April 28 is the youth TAPAS fundraiser! 
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