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MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
 

Women in the United States have been fighting for equality in work, wages,           
voting rights, and dignity since 1908.  Now, over 100 years later, we celebrate 
March as Women’s Month.  The thirty-one days of the month are filled with ob-
servances, celebrating outstanding women across the ages.  A recent book (also a 

traveling art show and a PBS special) entitled Women Hold Up Half the Sky, 
noted the stories of famous and unfamiliar women who, as the title says, hold up 
half the sky.  From Clara Barton, who founded the Red Cross, to Susan B.                
Anthony, who forged the path for the women’s vote; from Fannie Lou Hamer, 
who was a civil rights icon, to Harriet Tubman, who declared, Ain’t I a Woman; 
from Malala Yousafzai, who would not be denied her education, to Wangari 
Maathai who educated the world, beginning in Kenya, to the importance of                 
environmental science . . .  the world is richer and far more beautiful because 
these brilliant resilient and wise mothers, daughters, nieces, aunts, grandmothers, 
godmothers and sister-friends have lived, loved, and help shape the world.  In 
ways large or small, known or unknown, women do, indeed, hold up half the sky. 
 
However, the acceptance of women, heralded by this month of remembrance, in 
all fields of endeavors is not uniformly received.  Recently, a colleague sent me 
an article in which John Piper, a theologian and pastor, noted women should not 
be seminary professors.  Piper reasons that seminaries, properly understood, 
should educate men to fill the pastorate.  Because there is no sound theological 
reason women should train pastors (or so he says), women should neither be             
allowed to train seminarians or certainly to attend seminary.  (https://www.
desiringgod.org/interviews/is-there-a-place-for-female-professors-at-seminary). 
 
While this article made me angry, in large part the emotion that remains with me 
is sadness.  I am saddened to think of all of the men who will attend the 
seminaries Dr. Piper supports without the gift of half the sky.  These brothers will 
come of age, as pastors, without the wisdom, experience and practical insight of 
one half of the human race.   
 
But the article also emboldens me.  It makes me want to make every place I stand 
in, gender diverse.  It makes me want to bring the voices of brothers and sisters 
together for the common good, and for making better and broader the common 
good.  So, in this Women’s History month, I say Dr. Piper, thank you.  You 
remind me our work is not finished.  Your words inspire me to recommit to being 
sure the voices of women and men mingle in study, in prayer, in disagreement, in 
hope, and in the fight for justice.  Your stance makes me know I must take and 
hold my position, with God’s help and God’s permission.  And if I am able to do 
so, then, Rev. Piper, men and women will, together, hold up the entire sky.  May 
it be and may we be here to see and celebrate.   
 

 



 

 

OUR CIRCUIT BOARD 
                                                                                   Stu Overby 
 
Recently, our flat screen LED TV stopped working.  One night, it worked fine and the following night it 
would not turn on at all.  I replaced the batteries in the remote, and that has absolutely no effect on the TV.  
The four-year-old 55-inch screen is dark and exhibits no sound, i.e., nothing to show there is life in the TV 
at all.  Still, it was a gift from our children, and I am reluctant to simply discard the TV in the electronics 
recycling bin.  
 
Like most modern electronics devices, there is no fuse externally accessible on our TV.  That would be too 
simple!  Our son helped me move the TV to the dining room table, where we could lay it down flat,  
remove the back cover and try to diagnose the problem.  Upon removing the back cover, we were  
astonished to see that other than the 55-inch LED  screen 
which covers over 1300 square inches of space, the “innards” 
of the TV,  are primarily two small circuit boards that together 
take up only about 5% of the space covered by the screen.  The 
power supply board provides the right voltages to the other TV 
components.  The second board, dubbed the main circuit 
board, controls practically all the functions of the TV—tuning 
the desired channel, providing the sound, etc.  The two circuit 
boards are connected with a cable that has 14 different wires, 
and each circuit board is packed with many miniscule  
components.  All must work properly for the TV to function.   
 
My engineering reasoning said there must be an internal fuse gone, or some malfunction in the part of the 
TV that supplies power to the other parts, since there is no sign of life.  The internal fuse tested all okay.  
The power supply board has a diagram that shows the correct voltage for each of the 14 pins where the  
cable to the other board connects.  Once magnified, so it is actually readable, the diagram is a big help in 
making the diagnosis.  Taking a few measurements shows that all the voltages coming out of the power 
supply board are correct.  Another “ah-ha” moment was revealed as the LED screen lit up if the cable to 
the main circuit board was disconnected from the power supply board.  In other words, something in the 
main circuit board seems to be malfunctioning.  I have ordered a replacement main circuit board,  
scheduled to arrive soon, and hopefully that will resolve the problem. 
 
You may wonder why I am relaying this story, for which Pastor Zina likely would comment, “There goes 
the engineer again.”  In my view, we have some parallels to the TV.  To work properly, each of our organs, 
like each component on the TV circuit boards, must work properly.  Our heart, comparable to the TV 
power-supply board, helps supply power, i.e., blood, to all the other organs.  Our brain, the “main circuit 
board,” controls all our functions.  Like the two boards in the TV, the heart and brain must be connected 
and work well together.  If one malfunctions, it can affect the other, and that can extend beyond the  
physical being, to include our mindset and behavior.    
 
Fortunately, God tolerates our periodic missteps and does not discard us into the recycle pile.  Still, I  
wonder if the engineer in God sometimes wishes He could simply install a new circuit board in us, so that 
we would function better in His eyes.  
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by David Phinney 
 

Why I serve at the Community Church of Barrington, is like asking what is the meaning of life? There can be 
many answers. I believe that all of humanity should have one purpose and that is to serve humankind. The only 
thing is, so many things get in the way, greed, power, hate, lust and money. Service just does not get done as it 
should. 
 
My response to the statement "Why I Serve," is found first of all in a God who loves me unconditionally. In 
spite of the imperfect package, I bring to the table; God continues to love me, mold me and make me anew. 
We have the wonderful example of service in Jesus Himself, described in Mark 10:45 "For even the Son of 
Man came not be served but to serve." 
 
My response to God's love is to “serve” by using my talents and abilities as best I can to support the  
mission of Community Church of Barrington, the community of Barrington, my neighbors, my family and the 
world. 
 
 
 

 

Friends, 

 

Throughout the months we have invited Council members to share why they serve.  There comments 

are posted for your review near the name tags/  We share them         because we want to plant seeds 

in all our members and friends.  Service as an elected member of 

Council, on a committee, as a Sunday School teacher, an usher, 

reader of scripture, acolyte, hospitality angel, choir member or 

in any other manner is our gift to God. 

 

How might you serve?  We welcome you to find the ways in 

which you might join in and serve God as part of the Kingdom 

that gathers and worships on the corner of Lincoln and Grove.   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – who we are.   

Over the next several months, we would like to share with you a little about the Sr. High youth.  I have 

the privilege of being and growing with these youth weekly—what a blessing.  Teenagers are not always 

easy (they will tell you that), but their passion to grow and learn and be a part of the hands and the feet 

of Jesus…it’s amazing. Dr. Sami     

 
Hello, my name is Nicole Powers. I am 18 years old. I currently am going to  
Wauconda High School, and I am a senior. I am at CCB because I love this church 
and my youth group. I feel safe and loved at all times. At CCB Dr. Sami never 
judges us; she just accepts us all, and always listens and hears us.   And she has the 
best hugs. She teaches us how to love God and how to love each other, which is not  
always easy, and I have grown as a person and a Christian. She teaches us that nice 
matters—what would Jesus do in a given situation. We are allowed to grow  
wherever we are and that is cool.  When I think of God, I think of Him always  
being there to love us no matter what!  
 

My gifts and talents are administration and music! I used to play soccer. I was 
really good at it, and then I tore my meniscus, so God gave me the CCB youth 
group. My youth group is simply amazing. My favorite color is red and I love 
animals; my favorite animals are horses and wolves.   
 

I love music, and one thing that someone should know about me: I love to help others in need. I am so excited 
about going for two weeks on the mission trip this year because I love God and because I love helping  
others.  It’s awesome to be a part of the CCB family.  Thank you.  Nicole 
 

Dear Community Church of Barrington, 
 
Hi, my name is Madison and I am 17 years old. I am currently a senior in high school, and super excited about 
going to college in the fall! The reason I choose to be a part of CCB is because it is where I feel safe and 
wanted. I love Sami, Zina, and this congregation so much. The mission trip we do in the summer is an in 

describable experience. If it weren’t for the trip, I would never have found my 
dream school or my best friends. It has taught me so much about myself. I always 
knew I loved helping others out, but it made it so clear to me that giving to others is 
something that made me super happy. My youth group has become my family.  
 
When I’m not at CCB, I am usually super busy working at Three Oaks Assisted  
Living in Cary. I absolutely love my job. I get to work with the best residents in the 
whole world, and have learned so much from all of them. Some things I love to do 
outside of church, school, and work are dance, hang out with my friends, write  
poetry, and go ice skating. The biggest thing to know about me is I’m a child at 

heart! I just love to break out into dance parties, and laugh, even at the dumbest things.  
 
Also, I plan on becoming a middle school teacher, and getting my CNA eventually because I love kids and the 
medical field. I feel very blessed to have God as my protector because no matter what, I know He has a plan! 
I’m so happy that He has led me to CCB this past year, and I’m so ready for all the adventures we are going to 
have this year. Thank you for everything! Love, Madison☺ 
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Hi everyone! My full name is Paige Marie Rivers (but you can just call me Paige), I 
am 18 years old (19 in April), and my favorite color is blue. I am currently enrolled 
in the College of Lake County taking general education classes because I don’t 
know exactly what I want to do as a career. I’ll figure it out eventually. When I first 
met the youth group here at CCB, Nikki and I were invited to play laser tag, and 
then go and have dinner with them. It was so awkward and weird because we knew 
NO ONE! As we played with each other we learned so much about each other. Then 
when we were at dinner I wanted to order off the kid’s menu, but the waitress 
wouldn’t let me until Dr. Sami convinced her to let me order the grilled cheese.  
After that, I knew I wanted to be around these amazing people more often. My 
youth group is a crazy, energetic, and amazing family. They are determined, fun, 
caring, and overall just wonderful people to be around. I don’t know what I would 
be doing if I didn’t have them in my life. This wonderful group is the reason why I 
started coming to CCB. Once I started attending youth group more often and was 

invited to go on the mission trip last year, I knew that I wanted to come here more often, be more involved, 
and strengthen my relationship with God.  
 
When I think of God, I think of love, understanding, and acceptance—that He loves me for who I am and that 
is all that matters. He loves my quirks, my crazy obsession for mac and cheese, and everything about me. I 
would say that I’m talented in playing the trombone and soccer. Could one of my talents be eating an  
excessive amount of food? Because I’m really good at that. What can I say? I like food. If I could share one 
thing with everyone it is ‘thank you’. Thank you to everyone at the Community Church of Barrington for ac-
cepting me for who I am and making me feel like I belong. Thank you for being my family. -Paige 

 
 
 

 My name is Alexandra Palomo. I am sixteen years old, and a sophomore at Barrington High School. I am at 
CCB because it blesses me with wonderful opportunities to learn and grow. CCB 
teaches us youth how to serve others and keep God in our lives, and it is a  
welcoming place to come to. We are always laughing and enjoying ourselves here.  
 
When I think of God, I think of guidance. It is so easy to get caught up in what’s 
happening now, and forget about what’s truly important. This new year, I am  
trying to incorporate God more into my life. Dr. Sami helps me and all the other 
youth understand how God is everywhere and in everything we do.  
 
One gift I love to share with the church is music. Even though we are definitely 
not professionals like Natasha, a lot of us really enjoy singing different styles of 
Christian music for the congregation. It is a different way to worship that brings so 
much energy into this place. My youth group is my rock. They are always there to 
support me, and I am so grateful to have met each and every one of them. My fa-
vorite color is blue, because it is very peaceful, but is also warm and bright. I love joy. When everyone is 
laughing, that is where I am happiest. Smiles really do look good on everyone! One thing I would like all of 
you to know about me is how grateful I am for the constant support towards our group. Without the  
congregation’s support, we would not be able to do great things such as the mission trip. Thank you all so 
much for inspiring us to serve!  - Zandra 
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WHAT’S A CHRISTIAN 

SUPPOSED TO DO? 

Pastor Zina 

So, you have been wondering about this next election cycle, yes?  Well, the last thing, the very last thing, 
you want to subject yourself to is the endless diatribe that goes along with robo calls, television            
commercials, mailers, and even the occasional, well-meaning canvasser. 

Help us Lord!  Right? Yes, help us Lord! 

As we enter into this next round of state and national elections, I want to suggest a rubric for you and for 
me, and for any Christian who wants to engage actively in our cherished democracy. 

If I were to ask you to list, below, five important values reflected in the life and teachings of Christ, what 
values would you include?  And please do not over-think this.  This is not a quiz.  No one will see or grade 
you.  Just list the values you think important to Christ. 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

 
Now, if I were to ask you to list up to five instructions given by Jesus to his followers, what would they be?  
Again, do not think too long.  List Christ’s instructions below. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

Finally, this becomes your score card.  As you listen to candidates, as you weigh whether or not they have 
earned your vote, hold this page up alongside them as a litmus test of sorts.  As you do so, do not ask what 
would Jesus do.  Instead ask, what has Jesus exemplified and taught me, and how will it cause me to act.  
 
I am praying with you as we enter into this season.  May God guide us in wisdom and with grace. 
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THE MANY STREAMS OF  

COMMUNITY CHURCH  

OF BARRINGTON’S INCOME  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Recently, a very good question was raised regarding the different streams that comprise Community 
Church’s income.  Thanks to Peer Lykke for the question.  Let’s see if the following explanation helps clear 
things up. 
 
Each year in October, during the Stewardship Campaign, members and friends of Community Church are 
invited to pray and share the amount of money they believe they will be able to contribute to the church in 
the coming year.  We call this amount a pledge.   
 
The pledge information is used to build the church’s budget for the upcoming year. Added to the pledged 
amount are other sources of income, including non-pledge income (those funds placed into the offering trays 
as loose change), rental income, special gifts and targeted income.  Targeted income includes funds contrib-
uted to: 
 

•    Deacon’s Fund  

•    Flower Fund   

•    Youth Mission Trip 

•    Love His House 

    

It is important to note that funds contributed through a targeted income stream are not counted 

against one’s pledge.  All funds contributed through the targeted income streams will be noted as           
contributions above and beyond a member’s pledged amount.  
 
It has come to the Council’s attention via Peer’s excellent question that this distinction between pledged 
amounts and amounts given to targeted projects has not, heretofore, been made clear. 
 
It is also important to note that any funds given to Community Church are, for income tax purposes,              
deductible.  The distinction of whether funds are contributed as a portion of your pledge or for a targeted 
reason is immaterial to the taxing authorities.  And, your quarterly statements will report all funds received 
in envelopes, regardless of their category. 
 
In order to be sure your funds are recorded and designated in the way you choose them to be designated, 
please be sure to use your giving envelopes or note it on your personal check.  We appreciate your ques-
tions, and look forward to being certain that all members and friends are well informed.   
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Dear Friends, 
 
As has been reported in these pages earlier, I  
applied for and was awarded a sabbatical grant by 
the Louisville Institute.  The grant enables me to 
pursue a question of interest.  First, a few details 
about timing, and then a few about the topic of my 
study. 
 

TIMING 

 

My contract with Community Church encourages 
me to take a sabbatical approximately every seven years.  On February 18th, I observed my 11th  
anniversary as your pastor, and, by my choice, I have not taken a sabbatical.  However, now is the time.  
My sabbatical grant begins March 1, 2018 and must be completed by June, 2019.  Most pastoral  
sabbaticals are 12 weeks.  It is my desire to take up to 8 weeks of sabbatical in 2018, and 4 weeks in 
2019.  The exact dates are not yet finalized, as they must be based on the specific churches I will visit.  
It is my intention to take the first 8 weeks of the sabbatical in the summer and mid-fall months of 2018, 
and the final four weeks in January or February of 2019.  The first 8 weeks (in 2018), are in order to 
conduct the research, and the four weeks in 2019 will be utilized to write-up the findings of my  
research. 
 

PASTORAL COVERAGE 

 

During my absence, I am working with appropriate parties to secure pastoral coverage.  This person will 
preach on Sundays, conduct pastoral care visits and spend at least one day per week in the office.  He or 
she will also consult with the Council and other leadership duties as they arise. 
 

RESEARCH TOPIC 

 

We are a nation divided into a plethora of silos.  Politics, economics, ideology, and radio station              
preferences not only separate us, they can cause us to label one another not only as different, but                    
deviant.  No longer do we stop with statements such as, “I disagree with you”.  Now, with alacrity we 
rush to “I must demean you.”   
 
However, in my 11 years at CCB, I have not experienced the need to demean, even when we do  
disagree.  I am curious, does the fact that I am of a race different from most members affect our ability 
to both see one another and hear one another, with respect?  Are there other churches like this?  If there 
are, what might the world learn from us?  I am so very curious. 
 
And so, I am off to find a series of churches who are shaped as we are; pastor of color, congregation 
largely Euro-American, to see what I can learn.  Pray for me, and I will keep you up-to-date as the plans 
evolve. 

 

PS, of course if you have questions, do not hesitate to ask. 

Pastor Zina 
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF 

COOKIE WALK 2017 
 

Greetings Women of CCB, 
 
We have just a few more days before we put together our 
nominations for Cookie Walk 2017 funds. 
 
We want to invite all of our sisters to suggest not-for-
profit organizations who are 501 C3s (this is a tax  
designation).   

 
However, we must have your suggestions by Monday, March 5th; please, no exceptions.  Feel 
free to email your nominations to ccbfour@sbcglobal.net or call the office (847-381-1294). 
 
We will compile a booklet of all of the nominated organizations and on Thursday, March 15th, 
we will meet, at 11:30, in the adult Sunday School room, and prayerfully choose our winners.  
We anticipate having as much as $3,700 to distribute. 
 
If you have any questions about the process, please call Pastor Zina or Jayne Majzan.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Blessings all, and we will look forward to receiving your nominations no later than March 5th 
and seeing you on March 15th, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  When we gather on the 15th, you are              
invited to bring your lunch, and we will provide beverages and dessert.   
 
 

•    INFORMATION NEEDED TO NOMINATE AN ORGANIZATION: 

1.   Your name 

2.   Name of organization 

3.   Address of the organization 

4.   Website of the organization 

5.   A paragraph telling us why we should consider this organization:   
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Birthdays  

 
March    3      Alayne McNulty 
March    3      Serenity Jensen              
March    7      Ryan Overby                 
March    9      Kimberly Kotz 
March   13     Madison Jensen 
March   16     Judy Haack  
March   17     Patty Luchsinger 
March   19     Bill Athmann 
March   19     David Pratscher 
March   20     Jeff Kotz 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP meets on the second and fourth Saturday of each month at the 

church.  This month they will meet on March 10th and 24th.    

G.R.O.W.  The ladies of GROW will meet on Thursday, March 15th at the church.  .  All 
women of the church are invited.  Please RSVP to the church office by February 15th.  Hope 

Book Club meets the second Tuesday of each month in the Adult  

Sunday School Room.  Join this fun group on Tuesday on March 13th 

for lively discussion.  See Jayne Majzan for more information. 

WOMEN WHO BREAKFAST - Join us on March 7th for breakfast and  

coffee, or just drop in for a chat at the Bread Basket 7:30 a.m.  All ladies are 

welcome. 

Be sure to set your clocks forward Saturday night, March 10th 

in anticipation of Daylight Savings time which begins on  

Sunday March 11th.  You’ll lose an hour of sleep, but we can 

look forward to the warm weather to come! 

Join us for our Lenten Activities throughout the month of March. 

• Every Sunday Sunday School Study The Words of Jesus from the Cross 9:15 (Adult Sunday School Room) 

• Every Wednesday Night Lenten Study on the words of Dr. Martin Luther King  5:30 Dinner/6 :00 Study (Library) 

• Maundy Thursday Service (March 29th) Dinner 5:30/7:00 Service Salem United Methodist Church 

• Good Friday Service (March 30th) 7:00 Service Community Church 
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