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The Gift of Time 
This is reprised from the November 2007 newsletter.  I needed to hear it again.   

May it encourage us all.  Pastor Zina 

 
Beloved, we have come to the point in the calendar year when, by human design, we will 
receive the gift of an extra hour of time.  The pessimists among us will say that what we 
gain on November 5th is not an extra hour but the repayment of the hour we lost last 
spring.  However, I prefer to think of the 60 minutes we will acquire as Saturday,  
November 4th turns into Sunday, November 5th, in another way.  I prefer to think of this 
time as something precious and rare, available only once each year, something that is 
easy to take for granted.  I prefer to think of this extra hour as a gift of time.  
 
It may sound small, but in reality, this extra hour represents a true present.  Think about 
it this way. Imagine there is a bank which, each morning, credits your account with 
$8,640.00.  This bank will not allow you to keep a cash balance, and at 11:59:59 p.m., 
removes any remaining funds not used during the previous twenty-four hours. 

   
What would you do if you had such an account?  Many of us would rush to use each  
precious portion of this amazing resource each day.  Well, we each have such an account 
and it is called time.  Every morning God credits us with 86,400 seconds and if we had 
just a dime, per second, well you follow my drift.  
 
So, how might you “spend” this account, this gift of time?  I would encourage each of us 
to invest it so as to get from it the best possible return.  What might that mean for you?  
More time at work, on your body, your soul, your mind—all of the above?  More time at 
work. . . .  But let me suggest, no one’s tombstone says, I wish I had spent more time in 
the office.  So, beloved, how would you invest your daily windfall of time?   
 
In this moment, as you read this, can you name two things you want to do tomorrow that 
will make you or your world lighter, better, and more joyful?  Yes, that’s it, invest in 
that.  And remember, there is a special gift of time during the first week of November, 
you and I get an extra 3,600 seconds to spend!    
 
In this month when, as a nation, we focus on thankfulness, may we be thankful for the 
gift of time. 
 
Blessings all. 

   
To realize the value of 1 YEAR, ask a student who has to repeat an academic grade.  
To realize the value of 1 MONTH, ask a mother who has given birth to a premature 
baby.  
To realize the value of 1 WEEK, ask an editor of a weekly newspaper.  
To realize the value of 1 DAY, ask a daily wage laborer who has kids to feed.  
To realize the value of 1 HOUR, ask the lovers who are waiting to meet.  
To realize the value of 1 MINUTE, ask a person who has missed the train.  
To realize the value of 1 SECOND, ask a person who has avoided an accident.  

 



 

Time-Use It or Lose It  
Stu Overby, Moderator 

 
Most resources are depleted when used.  In contrast, time is depleted when not used.  Time is one of the 
most precious resources we have.  Granted, there are many ways to use time.   In my generation, we were 
often told to “take time to smell the roses.”  However, many of our life experiences tell us the exact  
opposite.  In school, homework must be done on time.  When we join the world of work, blue- collar 
workers punch a time clock to document when they start and stop, and white-collar workers scramble to 
get that report done-- on time.  
 
It is not unusual, of course, to complete a report, only to have it sit for weeks or months before any real 
action results.  I still see this in my part-time contract work supporting a public safety association.  A  
federal agency will release a proposed regulation, and seek comments in 30 days.  Everyone rushes to  
understand the potential impact, and develop support, opposition, or recommended changes.  Then, three 
or more years later, you might see a decision.  It certainly makes one wonder why there was such a rush to 
provide the input in such a compressed amount of time.   
 
Constant connectivity through cellphones, email, text messages, etc., is a blessing and a curse from a time 
perspective.  These conveniences allow us to get more done in the time we have, and to receive important 
information immediately, but can mean we are never “off the clock.”  Of course, each of these  
conveniences has an off switch, if we choose to use it.    

 
There are life-changing events that can alter our perspective on time.  For  
example, raising children into responsible adults underscores the value of  
spending time with them-- a gift much more important than one attainable 
online or from a store.  Many of us reach the milestone of having adult children 
wishing we could have had more time, or at least prioritized more time, with 
them as they were growing up.  The time cannot be recovered, but fortunately, 
love and forgiveness helps compensate for time “lost.”   
 

Another life-changing event that alters our perspective is retirement.  An approach that comes to mind is 
“what I don’t do today, I can do tomorrow.” Rick Bragg penned an article in Southern Living Magazine 
entitled “The Fine Art of Piddling” in which he writes:  
 

What is a piddler? It is hard to explain to begin with, because piddling is neither one thing or  
another, but something in between. It is not rest, not something that can be done with your feet on 
an ottoman or as you recline in a Posturepedic.  But then neither is it work, something that one 
toils at, sweats at, something one needs a break from, for lunch, coffee. It is certainly not  
something for which one should ever be paid, and absolutely not something that one does while 
watching a clock.       
 

Growing up in a rural area in the 1950’s/1960’s, I think people dedicated more time to piddling.  Given 
the benefit of stopping to notice the beauty around us that God provides, I can identify with Rick Bragg’s 
article.  Let us all strike the proper balance of working, attending to family, and piddling, and give thanks 
to God that we have the freedom to prioritize our time.  After all, God is the only one who knows how 
much time we really have.   
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Why I Serve  
Ted Newman 

One of the great gifts of being part of Community Church of Barrington is the fact that, by making this place a part 
of our lives, we have been presented with opportunities to serve. Service gives us a way to make Christian belief 
manifest in the world. Reduced to essentials, I serve because of the observation in James 2:20 that faith without 
works is useless (or barren, or dead, depending on the version of the Bible you choose). 
 
In the roughly forty years I have been part of Community Church, I have taught Sunday School, been part of the  
Pastoral Relations Committee, and been a mentor in our Journey to Adulthood program. In recent years, my path to 
service has led mainly through the deacons.  Working with this group of brothers and sisters has been both a  
privilege and deeply rewarding. Helping to plan worship services, reaching out to members of the CCB family and 
acting as a channel for the generosity of Community Church through the benevolence fund allows us to see a small 
part of God's work in the world.  
 
As the chairperson of the deacons, I am fortunate to be a part of the CCB church council. This allows me to regularly 
sit at a table with men and women who, though we work in a common effort, each serve in a different way. When I 
leave these meetings, after learning about the work they are doing in a variety of different areas, I feel like I have 
seen the mosaic that is Community Church of Barrington.  
 
If we want to help in some way to make the Kingdom come, we need to do something about it. If I want to be a  
compassionate Christian, growing spiritually and serving God, I need to do something about it. That is why I serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why I Serve  
Bonnie Stevens 

Numbers have colors.  Five is green, seven is blue, eight is brown, nine is black, etc.  You don’t see it?  Guess you don’t 
have my number-loving eyes.   Numbers are orderly.  Numbers make sense.  A Balance Sheet needs to balance, and an  
Income Statement needs to tell a story.  Bank accounts need to be balanced as soon as the bank statement is available.   
Payroll taxes and payroll checks should be prepared timely.  All of this is my kind of work.  I know what I am doing, I like 
what I am doing, I feel confident in what I am doing, and it is a good way for me to serve at CCB.  
 
When I returned to CCB right at the end of Sarah Jay’s Interim pastoring, I took the opportunity available to get involved 
in the bookkeeping – keeping track of the giving and preparing checks.  My forty-plus years as an accountant in a CPA 
firm gave me some good skills that could be used at CCB.  And it is work that I love to do.  Serving and loving what you 
do is such a blessing.  It is also a benefit and blessing to work with Zina, Sandy, Bill, Tom, Sami, Jayne, Stu, ………well, 
the list could go on and on.  
 
Being entrusted with this confidential work is also a blessing.  So even though I am serving CCB, I feel that what I get in 
return is way more than I give.  Stop by the office on any Tuesday and come around the corner by the copy machine to say 
Hello to me – and see my happy face as I work with those colorful numbers.  
 
Thanks to all at CCB for providing me the opportunity to use my God-given talents and skills to help serve the Lord, our 
church and our community.  What a joy it is.  That is Why I Serve. 
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SHOUT! 

Minister Alissia J. Thompson 

 

Psalm 100 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; 

            come before him with joyful songs.  Know that the LORD is God. 

            It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 

name.  For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 

generations. 

 
Reading these words, in my mind I am instantly transported to a raucous wedding reception, a late-night 
scene where shoes have been kicked off and arms are outstretched and people are singing: You know you 

make me wanna SHOUT!   
 
And that’s how I’ve felt since the vote yesterday. Joyful. Grateful. Like SHOUTING. 
Ain’t God good, folks?  

 

I remember wandering into CCB that first time, a stranger in a foreign land, entranced by the sounds of  
joyful voices and the impassioned preaching of a woman on fire. Little did I know what was to lie ahead: a 
seemingly random invitation to offer a Good Friday reflection, an internship, and a budding sense of call 
within the American Baptist Churches USA.  
 
Had you told me, around Easter 2015, that I’d be writing this right now, I probably would have suggested 
psychiatry for you.  However, the joke’s on me: turns out that God has been my best medicine – and CCB, 
my doctor’s office – only with better music.  Much better music. 
 
The gift of this place, and of the people at CCB, has been among God’s great blessings in my life. While I 
may have two advanced degrees to my name, been a decorated collegiate athlete, and experienced much 
success in my career, I am not sure that I’ve ever felt more honored, or humbled, by an achievement than I 
feel in this moment. To stand in front of God, and you, and to receive affirmation of a calling that has  
 become so interwoven into my very being is just, well, awesome. God is awesome, and so are you, CCB. I 

am so very grateful for you and for the love and support you have offered.  
 
I praise God for God’s unyielding love and support of my ministry, and for entrusting me with this call. I 
ask God to continue to bless CCB as the hands and feet of Christ, so that we might see to God’s Kingdom. 
And I thank this little church, at the corner of Lincoln and Grove, for also being the corner of Compassion 
and Acceptance. You didn’t have to invite me in – but you remembered Jesus. You didn’t have to risk –  
but you remembered Jesus. And you sure didn’t have to vote in favor of my ordination –  
but I know that you remembered Jesus. And just as He journeyed alongside 
His disciples, so, too, did you do the same with me. It’s been quite the  
journey, CCB, and for your witness, I say thank you. This really is a unique 
and special place, and I am so glad that I’ve had the privilege of being a part. 
 
Now I think a celebration might be in order  
(you know you make me want to _________)! 
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                                                                                                                                                             GOAL 250,000 
                                                                                                                                        

October – 

Stewardship is in the Air 

 
What a wonderful stewardship season!  The stewardship moments have 
been powerful. Nothing is better than hearing how God is at work in the 
lives of our congregation. Thank you, Sandy, Sharon, Brenda, Nicole, 
Belle and Ted.  Through your words, God is giving us so many opportu-
nities to learn and give. 
 
As I listen to our members share how God has filled their lives with joy, 
hope, praise, imagination and generosity, I am, in turn, filled with joy, 
hope, praise, imagination and generosity.  See how it works! Stories of 
how God works in our lives, and impacts and changes the lives of others. 
 
We are almost to the end of our stewardship season, but we are not even 
close to the end of our ministry in Barrington.  Let’s see what can come 
from a generous spirit and a wild imagination as we, the Community 
Church of Barrington, ministers in Barrington and the world! 
 
We are  at  67%  of our pledge goal.  If you have not done so yet, you 
can still make your pledge.  Place it in the offering plate or mail it to the 
church office.  Extra pledge cards are available on the tower hallway 
counter. 
 
Our stewardship verses are Isaiah 61:10-11 (from the Message): 
 
I will sing for Joy in God, explode in praise from deep in my soul.   So, 

the Master, God, brings righteousness into full bloom and puts praise on 

display. 

 
                             
Thank You, Lord, for a wonderful giving spirit. 
 
 
Dave Phinney 
Chairman of Stewardship 
 

 

 
 

2018 



Page  6 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Winter’s Coming:   

A Note From the Properties Committee 
 

As we continue to celebrate the wonderful fall season, it won’t be long before we’ll be spotting the first 
snowflakes of winter. 

 

Please take note as we will be making the following change regarding Community Church’s back 

parking lot:  due to budget constraints, we will no longer be plowing the snow in the back parking 

lot throughout the winter.  

 

Members of Community Church and our visitors coming to attend classes throughout the church are  
encouraged to park on Lincoln and Grove Streets whenever possible throughout the winter months. 
 
The back parking lot will remain open; however those who choose to park in the parking lot will do so at 
his or her own risk.   
 
The CCB Properties Committee 

A Short and Sweet Sermon Series for the Holidays 

November 12th and 19th 

 

STAYING SANE!  
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We’ve Got Big News: 

Community Church Will Celebrate 2017 

With Its Final Cookie Walk! 

 
Yes, you read it right – this will be our final Cookie Walk at Community Church!  

While we’re sad to see her go, the Cookie Lady is retiring for a much-needed rest. 

 

We will be celebrating with our final event on Saturday, December 9th from 10:00 a.

m. – noon.  As usual, the doors will open at 9:00 a.m., so make sure to get there early 

and pick up your ticket!  We’ll kick off the Cookie Walk promptly at 10:00 a.m. so 

don’t be late. 

 

For this final year, we will be featuring our wonderful holiday cookies at a price of $14 

per box (with a limit of 5 boxes per ticket) on Cookie Walk Saturday. This is your  

opportunity to handpick your own time-honored favorite holiday cookies.   

 

However, if you prefer, you will be able to purchase boxes of pre-packed cookies on 

Sunday, December 10th after Sunday services at a final blowout price of $10 per box!  

As always, all proceeds from the Cookie Walk will go towards the support of local 

women and children’s missions groups. 

 

So bakers, the freezers are on and ready for the cookies if you’d like to prepare your 

treats early.  We’ll have more information to come as we move closer to the event date, 

so watch the Flash for updates! 
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‘THANKSGIVING’, two words that, joined together, create a national celebration in the United 
States which represents a wonderful, beautiful holiday.  It is a day filled with good food, good spirits, 
and with many noble messages and thoughts expressed. It is not an annual holiday that affixes itself to 
any religion; however, it can have, for many, deep religious and spiritual meanings.  Thanksgiving is 
the United States at its very best, or, at least, that is my opinion. As with all things, over time the true 
meanings of holidays can become increasingly commercial, and thereby lose their initial spirit and  
intent. And so, we must guard our Thanks…Giving… 
 
So, what does that mean?  Is it for you just an extra day off, the turkey or ham, the pumpkin,  
mincemeat or pecan pie?  Or is there a deeper meaning we should contemplate this year. 
 
As I thought about Thanksgiving, one of my aunts, who was a linguist, came to the forefront of my 
mind.  Her primary job was to work with tribal villages in Mexico, and take the unique “whistled” 
speech sounds used by these villagers, the Chinantec, and create the corresponding written words.  As 
they worked, they had to take into account not only what they heard, but also the customs and the  
culture as they translated the words onto paper.  They had to be careful to ensure that the definitions or 
details they wrote were accurate, and did not offend those they were translating for.  
 
When I take the two words of Thanksgiving and translate them to the Arabic this is what I find.  
‘Thanks’ in Arabic is ‘shukr’.   It translates to mean reward and appreciation.  It’s an important word 
in Arabic because it’s a quality found in believers and it is a source of all goodness.  In the Quran, it is 
also used at times to denote faith.  I was taught that we are to not only show gratitude and thank God 
always, but we are to thank our parents, our spouses, our friends, neighbors and all that do us good.   
‘Giving’ in Arabic is ‘iieta’ and brings to my mind one of the pillars of Islam.  It’s the pillar that 
speaks on Charity and Giving.  Each day we remind ourselves to give to others, and be filled with 
gratitude as all we have or receive really belongs to God.  Everything! 
 
 I learned, and believe, that God promises all that we need will be provided, and so we are to train  
ourselves to give in times of both ease and of hardship.  Our souls should trigger genuine concern for 
the well-being of others.  Priority is given to feeding the poor and helping those God puts in our path.  
The personal sacrifice of giving one’s possessions, no matter how small, for the sake of helping those 
in need, purifies our souls, and gives an example to others as to how they should give and live.  From 
a drop of water on a dry garden to all things material in our lives, we must remember that everything is 
here for just a brief period of time. And everything is to be shared. The Quran emphasizes feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, helping those who are in need. We take care of others and God cares for 
us. The Bible also says that if He cares for the sparrows, how much must He love us and will care for 
us.   
As you plan your Thanks…Giving…this year, it does not matter where you are from or what religion 
you practice or language you speak.  What matters is how you will be grateful and thankful for each 
day and each blessing, even on the toughest days. As you celebrate Thanks…Giving in your life, how 
will you give today?  Who will you thank with an authentic heart?  As you celebrate your  
Thanksgiving this year and as it rolls into Christmas, I wish you a time of self-reflection and  
thankfulness, and may your hearts be full of genuine charity and gratitude.  Thankful and giving with 
you this season.  

THANKS…GIVING… or THANKSGIVING…  Dr. Samira El-Yasir 



o 
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Youth Events and Updates for November 
 

 

Terrific Tuesday for our younger children will be November 7th from  

4-5:30 p.m.  By October 26th, do let Dr. Sami or Alexandra Palomo know if 

your child will be joining us so we can prepare for the wonderful evening.   

Sr. High Youth Group will occur November 11 and 12th.  We will be going to 

Salem United Methodist Church in Fond du Lac, WI. The cost will be $50.00 per person and Dr. 

Sami will forward a release form and additional details via email.  This will be a great time for our 

youth to connect with their peers from Red Bird this past summer, as Dr. Sami delivers the sermons 

for the church.   

November 26th Hanging of the Greens. This is for all ages, our littlest through college. Come and 

help us decorate the church and enjoy the other fun activities that are planned.  Sr. High youth will 

meet following the service that Sunday in the children’s classroom on the upper level. 

Sr. High will continue to meet Thursdays from 4-5:30 p.m. 

As you begin your shopping lists for the holiday, remember our Script Program of gift cards. The 

forms are located in the Narthex on the counter.   

Don’t miss out on your chance to win a one-of-a-kind Red Bird quilt, created by our youth with     

loving expertise.  See the youth for tickets!  Questions, just ask Dr. Sami 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 
 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 10th 

That’s the BIG Day. 
 

The youth, with Lindsay Campe and Bonnie Stevens as their quilt-guides have created this beautiful quilt 

in Red Bird Mission colors.  You might be the blessed winner of this quilt IFyou purchase raffle tickets by 
December 9th (Cookie Walk).  The winner need not be present to win and the ticket will be selected after 
worship on Sunday, December 10th.  Be sure to see one of the youth and purchase one raffle ticket for $1 
or six tickets for $5.   
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November  1   Sharon Hornig Birthday                     November 24  Hazel & Ken Coester Anniversary 
November  3   Ted Newman Birthday                       November 28  Rev. Zina & Andre Bell 
November  7   Philip Roussel Birthday                                              Anniversary 
November  8   Cheryl Schroeder Birthday 
November  9   Stu Overby Birthday 
November 11 Chris Newman Birthday 
November 11 Peter Luchsinger Birthday 
November 18 Isaac Goldstein Birthday 
November 21 Bruce Dockery Birthday 
November 21 Maggie Pechan Birthday 
November 21 Bruce Dockery Birthday 
November 21 Laura Newman Birthday                  
November 24 Martha Duke Birthday 
                     

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP meets on the second and fourth Saturday of each month at the 

church.  This month they will meet on November 11th & 25th.  All men of the church 

are welcome.    

G.R.O.W.  The ladies of GROW will meet on Thursday, November 9th at 
the church.  Please bring a sack lunch.  Dessert, coffee and lemonade will 
be provided.  All women of the church are invited and you will receive a 
gift when you join us. 

THE CCB BOOK CLUB –meets monthly at the church for stimulating book talks on the 
 second Tuesday of each month.  If you love to read and discuss what you’ve read, this group is 
for you.  For more information on the reading list, see Jayne Majzan. 

There will be no Soul Stories this month.   

Watch your bulletins and Flashes for future dates! 

WOMEN WHO BREAKFAST - Join us on November 1st for breakfast and  

Coffee, or just drop in for a chat at the Bread Basket 7:30 a.m.  All ladies are 

welcome. 

Fall BackFall BackFall BackFall Back———— Turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night,  Turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night,  Turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night,  Turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, 
November 4th.November 4th.November 4th.November 4th.    

The office will be closed on Monday, November 13th in observance of Veteran’s Day. 
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