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FOUNDATIONS 
 

Picture the foundation of your home.  What color is it?  Out of what type of material 

is it made?  Are there any unique or special characteristics?  How often do you 

glance at it, marvel at it or appreciate it?  Not quite the questions you expected, 

right?  If I asked you to tell me about the color of the walls of your favorite room or 

the most peaceful place in your home, you would have little trouble.  The places in 

our homes that comfort us or lend beauty are easy to call to mind, but not one of 

those places would be possible without the home’s solid foundation.   

 

The same, beloved, is true for our church.  It is easy to describe the sanctuary and to  

offer images of the Fellowship Hall, but without the foundation of our church, well, 

you know where I am going.  

 

So, what is our foundation?  Without question it is our relationship with the one we 

call Lord and Savior, the one we seek to love and follow, Jesus the Christ.  We, who 

live twenty centuries after this historical man, know Him best through the collected 

writings of the Bible and the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Indeed, Jesus is our foun-

dation.  

 

Community Church is blessed, also, with 170 years of God’s faithfulness, made 

known to us in the stories and histories of all of those who have come before us, 

working, loving, and blessing our church.  Each life that passed through the portals 

added to the foundation.  And now, it is our turn to build upon what has already been 

laid. 

 

Those who established the Baptist Church in Barrington 170 years ago, could not 

have imagined us.  They could not have imagined our smart phones, our openness to 

diversity, our ability to traverse the country in a matter of hours or to reach to the 

moon and back.  They could not have imagined cures for cancer or the mapping of 

the human genome.  And, quiet as it is kept, you and I cannot imagine the lives of 

those who will occupy this corner, 70, 100, or 170 years in the future. 

 

But like those who came before us, it is not our task to imagine the fullness of the 

lives that will come after us.  Instead, it is our task to live into the fullness of our 

lives, adding to the foundation of faith in God that is the Community Church of 
Barrington.   

 

How might we do that?  Oh, I am so glad you asked.  Sisters and brothers, we can 

add to our church’s foundation by doing as Jesus has called us to do, by loving God 

and our neighbors as ourselves, by sharing the good news of the gospel in the way 

we share our blessings and bear one another’s burdens, by inviting others to come 

and see what God is up to in this place, and by sharing the love of Christ as an 

invitation to journey with Him.  You and I stand on 170 years of history.  May we 

add to its strength as we follow Christ on this journey with Him.   
 

 



 

Why We Serve  
Stu Overby, Moderator 

 

 

Together, our CCB Church Council and the Pastoral Relations Committee provide opportunities for over 

20 voting members of our congregation to serve.  Recently, at the June Church Council meeting, we spent 

some time sharing with each other “Why We Serve.”   As you can imagine, it is not the pay—serving on 

the CCB Church Council or the Pastoral Relations Committee is not like being a board member of  

Microsoft, Apple or some other large company.  We are all volunteers; there is no monetary pay.   

However, that does not mean that we receive no benefit.   

 

So, you may ask, how do we feel that we benefit from serving?  That is an excellent question and one for 

which the answer each of us would provide is personal to the individual.  We will be answering that  

question for you in the CCB newsletter over the next few months as each member of the Church Council 

will have the opportunity to share with you why he or she serves.  I can tell you from our exercise on this 

topic held during the June 27th Church Council meeting that every Council Member and the Pastoral  

Relations Committee representative present all expounded without hesitancy on the multiple and heart-felt 

reasons why each serves.   

 

During the discussion, Ted Newman, CCB’s Chair of Deacons commented, “For the bargain-basement 

cost of a few hours a month, working with the Deacons/working with the Council allows me to 

______________.”   That’s right, we will keep you in suspense on the rest of Ted’s response until an up-

coming newsletter when he shares why he serves.   

 

This month, Cindy Alton, who serves as a Member-at-Large with a focus on social media for CCB and 

Jayne Majzan who serves as chair of the Properties Committee, will be sharing with you why they serve.  

Cindy’s and Jayne’sarticle appears on a subsequent page in this newsletter, so please read their story.    

 

We often hear a partial quote of Acts 20:35 that “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  I fully  

believe that Cindy’s and Jayne’s article this month on “Why 

I Serve,” and the stories of additional Church  

Council members in the coming months, will infuse some 

current reality into that Bible verse.  I invite you to take in 

all of these stories and consider how you want to serve.    
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Community Church of Barrington is blessed to be led by an elected board.  Our Church Council members are noted 

on the left of this page.  Each month, for the next several months, the newsletter will share the thoughts of Council 

members, regarding why they serve as members of the Church Council.  We hope their words will share their hearts 

and inspire others to consider sharing in the leadership of our church going forward. 
 

 

Cindy Alton and Jayne Majzan tell us, because of their service as members of Council they have: 

•    Experienced the great luxury of getting to know other Council members.  Jayne and Cindy say, “We 

have developed friendships that are centered around God.” 

•    Become a deeper part of something that is a significant aspect of their family’s lives. 

•    Gained an enhanced understanding of the financial structure of the church and how it works. 

•    Expanded the feeling of being engaged in and owning what CCB does, and the values for which this 

church stands.   

•    Been able to observe the ebb and flow of the good and the challenging times of the church—This 

has enabled them to bring balance to actions and to be positive safeguards for the church.  This  

      experience has helped them be both better Council members for, and better stewards of, the church 

for the church’s future. 

•    Been able to advocate for the ministry area they represent (currently Jayne represents Properties and 

Cindy represents Social Media—Both have served, previously, in other roles).  

•    Had the opportunity to serve as role models for the youth and for others—Council allows you to be 

a servant leader.   

 

Jayne and Cindy want you to know, also: 

•    You come to love Council and taking care of the heart of the church. Good Council = healthy 

church. 

•    You learn from your committee members and other Council members. You learn something new at 

every meeting. 

•    For someone new to CCB, serving on Council is a great way to engage with people who have been 

here a while and learn about the committees in the church.  

•    Council is the best place to learn how everything works. 
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SPOT IT 

            A GAME AND A WAY OF LIFE 
Pastor Zina 

 
There is a game our family loves to play.  It’s a simple card game, no elec-

tronics involved.  “Spot It” is a deck of round cards.  On each card there are 

eight different, individual images.  The object of the game is to match at least 

one of the images on the “played” card with an image on a card in your hand.   

 

Sounds simple, right?  Well, the images are different shapes and sometimes they are displayed upside down 

or backwards.  The eye has to focus in order to “spot” the matching images and be the first to play a card, 

thus achieving the match.   

 

Now, as some will know, on July 14th Andre experienced a small stroke.  (He is doing very well).  While he 

was a resident of the Northwest Community Hospital’s Rehabilitation Clinic, I took the “Spot It” deck with 

me and we whiled away the time playing. 

 

One of the doctors suggested “Spot It” was a perfect game for a rehab unit.  Spotting the ways in which  

patients can strengthen their bodies, spotting the particular tips that work for one person, spotting the things 

that bring a patient joy, spotting the relationships among and between family members, and spotting the 

ways health and wellness are promoted for patients, staff and visitors are all important activities of  

everyone who enters Northwest Community Hospital’s 7East. “Spot It” is the thing, and an activity to be 

perfected.  

 

The same is true for you and for me in our everyday lives.  You see, we are engaged in our own personal 

games of spot it.  We, beloved, are called to have our spiritual and physical eyes open to “spot it”, spot  

moments when we might serve as balm for those in need, moments when we might speak a word of peace, 

moments when we might speak truth to power, and moments when we are called to spot the need to quiet 

and care for our own soul.  We are called to make matches between our needs and desires, between activity 

and strength, between our insides and our outsides.  We are called to be able, and willing, to spot it, act on 

it, and learn from it. 

 

As Andre and I walked (and are walking) through the aftermath of his stroke, we found ourselves playing 

the game of “Spot It” by focusing on spotting the important things, God’s love and presence with us, our 

community’s support of us, our devotion to one another, and our hope for the future.  We were focused on 

matching things well, matching our agendas with our bodies, our pace with the wisdom of savoring time 

and our prayer with the gratitude that we feel for God’s healing power in our lives, both spiritually and 

physically. 

 

We have learned good and important lessons in this season of our lives, among them how to spot important 

things and how to make a match with God’s hopes for us.  We encourage you to join us in our new game of 

Spot It, ever looking for those things that match up with what God desires for you, and always seeking to 

make the match, 

 

Blessings all. 
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You all became my family” Nicole 
 

“An amazing opportunity to serve God in a beautiful place.” Lindsay 
 

“The good we did and experienced, outweighed everything.” Jacob 

 

“Stepping out of my own life into another life—I got to see the way God truly works.” Madison 
 

“I never realized I could handle so much.” Paige 

 

“I will go every year I am allowed to.  And each time I have come home, I wish I was back there.  I love spending time 

with everyone because with my ‘faith family’ anything and everything is possible.” Isabelle 

 

“A lot of good was done at Red Bird while we were there.  The gentleman that we helped turned 71 on Saturday.  Our 

RB project manager said, ‘You don’t see many 70 year olds around here.  We don’t make it that long.’ I can’t help 

thinking about what else we can do to help!” Dan 

 

“I never get tired of this place.  Throughout the week God’s grace was with us 24/7.  We felt and saw God in all things.  

His grace was so evident.  We got a new perspective.”  Alexandra 

 

“I’d love to go again, for sure; the walk to the cross was beautiful.” Mark 

 

“Leading a team is really hard, but we did a lot of good.”  Jake 

 

It was an honor to work with such an awesome team this year at Red Bird. We had a very challenging job to do for Mr. 

Smith and I think we all worked well together to get everything done.  Sharon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God is good all the time, and all the time God is good.”  See you there, Dr. SamiDr. SamiDr. SamiDr. Sami 

COME – SEE – HEAR – BELIEVE Community Church of Barrington, August 27th, 2017 - 10 a.m. 
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8-1-17   Mia DeBartolo Birthday                               8-19-17   Johanna Papadimitriou Birthday 

8-3-17   Barb Neal Birthday                                       8-19-17   Cher Zeller Birthday 

8-4-17   Claudine Athmann Birthday                         8-22-17   Katie Pechan Birthday 

8-7-17   Mary Troxell Birthday                                  8-22-17  Stacy & JD Grom Anniversary 

8-9-17   Maggie Roig Birthday                                  8-23-17  Betty McLean Birthday 

8-10-17 Lindsay & Michael Campe Anniversary      8-24-17  Steve Jahnke Birthday 

8-12-17 Marlene Tourville Birthday                          8-26-17  Sandy Schroeder Birthday 

8-13-17 Julie Zurek Birthday                                     8-29-17  Sami El-Yasir Birthday 

8-14-17 Bonnie Stevens Birthday                              8-29-17  Alissia Thompson Birthday 

8-16-17 Carolyn & Philip Roussel Anniversary 

8-17-17 Margaret & Bill Akerstrom Anniversary 

8-18-17 Naomi Krug Birthday 

8-19-17 Ken Coester Birthday 

G.R.O.W.  The ladies of GROW will meet on THE FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE 

MONTH,  Thursday August 20th at the church.  Please bring a sack lunch.  Dessert, coffee 
and lemonade will be provided.   

POTLUCK!  -  Join us at our regular time at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring a dish to pass and share fellowship 

with terrific people!  The date is August 9th.  See you there! 

SOUL STORIES– Join us on Wednesday August 23rd for our monthly Soul Story event at Alley 59 on 

Main Street and Hough.  We welcome you to share a story of your own.  Just give us a call at the office or 

contact Dave Phinney.  Whether you listen or share, Soul Stories is a wonderful way to spend an evening.   

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Plan to Join Us 

The fall is almost here and we want you to mark your calendars, and plan to join us for a 

wonderful season of conversation, learning, and growing.   

 

QUIET MEDITATION MOMENT 

Each quarter we hope to offer a quiet day, focused on meditation and reflection.  The next quiet day will be  

August 20th, 4-6:00 p.m.  It will be offered in the adult Sunday school room and all are welcome.  More informa-
tion will be shared as the date draws closer. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 a.m.     Each Sunday Morning 

September:                                                                                                   October – November: 

Let’s see what it means to be called Baptist.                                              Let’s see what’s in the Bible. 

Book:  Four Fragile Freedoms                                                                   Book:  What’s In The Bible? 

Author:  Walter Shurden                                                                             Author:  Rob Bell 

 

EVENING STUDY 

Beginning Monday, September 18th and continuing through Monday, October 23rd, we will gather at    6 p.m. 
to discuss a selected book.  We are considering the following five books.  Do you have a particular interest in one 

of them? 

Living Buddha, Living Christ (Thich Nhat Hanh) 

Awareness (Anthony DeMello) 

Tattoos of the Heart (Greg Boyle) 

Experiencing God (Henry Blackaby and Claude King)) 

Hallelujah Anyway:  Rediscovering Mercy (Anne Lamott) 
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